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Introduction 
 
Gwenfo Church in Wales Primary was inspected as part of a national programme of 
school inspection.  The purpose of inspection is to identify good features and 
shortcomings in schools in order that they may improve the quality of education 
offered and raise the standards achieved by their learners.  The inspection of all 
schools within a six-year cycle is also designed to give parents information about the 
performance of their child‟s school. 
 
The inspection of Gwenfo Church in Wales Primary took place between 26/04/10 and 
28/04/10.  An independent team of inspectors, led by Peter Mathias, undertook the 
inspection. Estyn, a statutory body independent of, but funded by, the National 
Assembly for Wales, commissioned the inspection. 
  
The team was required to report on the standards achieved by learners, the quality of 
education provided by the school, the quality of leadership and management and the 
contribution made by the school to its learners‟ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. 
  
Estyn‟s reports follow its guidance for the writing and editing of reports, which is 
available on the Estyn website (www.estyn.gov.uk).  The table below shows the terms 
that Estyn uses and a broad idea of their meaning.  The table is for guidance only. 

 
 

Nearly all  with very few exceptions  

Most  90% or more  

Many  70% or more  

A majority  over 60%  

Half/around half  close to 50%  

A minority  below 40%  

Few  below 20%  

Very few  less than 10%  

 
 
The five-point scale used to represent all inspection judgements in this report is as 
follows: 
 
 Grade 1 good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 good features and no important shortcomings 
 Grade 3 good features outweigh shortcomings 
 Grade 4 some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
 Grade 5  many important shortcomings 
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There are three types of inspection. 
 
For all inspections, there is a written report on seven key questions. 
 
For short inspections, there are no subject reports. 
 
For standard inspections, there are also reports on six subjects. 
 
For full inspections, there are also reports on all subjects. 
 
Estyn decides the kind of inspection that a school receives, mainly on the basis 
of its past performance.  Most schools receive a standard inspection.  All 
nursery schools, special schools, pupil referral units and any new or 
amalgamated schools receive a full inspection. 
 
This school received a standard inspection. 
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Year groups and key stages 
 
Schools use a common system of numbering year groups from the start of compulsory 
schooling to 18 years of age.  This system emphasises the importance of continuity 
and eases communication among schools, governing bodies, parents and LAs. 
 
The term „Reception‟ (R) refers to the year group of learners in a primary school who 
reach the age of 5 during the academic year.  Year 1 (Y1) refers to the year group of 
learners who reach the age of 6 during the academic year and so on.  Year 13 is the 
year group of students who reach the age of 18 during the academic year. 
 
Primary phase: 
 

Year R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Ages 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10 10-11 

 
Secondary phase: 
 

Year Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13 

Ages 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 

 
The National Curriculum covers four key stages as follows: 
 

Key stage 1 Year 1 and Year 2 

Key stage 2 Year 3 to Year 6 

Key stage 3 Year 7 to Year 9 

Key stage 4 Year 10 and Year 11 
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1 

Context 
 

The nature of the provider 

 
1 Gwenfo Church in Wales Primary School is a voluntary controlled primary school for 

boys and girls between the ages of four and eleven.  There are 160 learners on roll.  
This figure is significantly less than at the time of the last inspection in June 2004.  
Since 2007 pupil numbers have declined slightly.  The school is situated in the village 
of Wenvoe in the Vale of Glamorgan, which is the local authority (LA).  It serves both 
the local area which is a relatively prosperous rural community and the small rural 
communities around it.  It also accepts children from the nearby western suburbs of 
Cardiff and Barry.  About 53% of learners come from outside the local area.  When 
they begin in the reception many have above average levels of basic skills and 
maturity.   

 
2 Approximately 8% of learners are considered eligible for free school meals and this is 

below the LA average of 11.9% and the all-Wales average of 18.8%.   
 

3 Nearly all learners have English as their first language and are from Welsh 
backgrounds.  No pupil has Welsh as the language of the home.  The remainder come 
from a wide range of different cultural and ethnic backgrounds.  Three learners 
currently receive support in English as an additional language (EAL). 

 
4 About 12% of learners are considered to have some degree of special educational 

needs (SEN) including one pupil who has a statement of SEN for speech and 
communication difficulties.  These are low figures compared to the national picture.  
No learner has the National Curriculum (NC) disapplied.  No pupil is „looked after‟ by 
the LA.  No learner was excluded in the previous school year. 

 
5 During the inspection one full-time teacher was absent as the result of delays in air 

transport.  Her place was taken at short notice by a supply teacher. 
 

6 The headteacher was appointed in September 2005.   
 

7 The school holds the Basic Skills Quality Mark, the Eco-schools Green Flag status, 
the Healthy Schools Award, the International Schools Foundation and Intermediate 
Awards and the BECTA award for information communication technology (ICT). 

 
8 The school‟s aims are wide and appropriate and reflect the school‟s religious 

foundation. 
 

9 The school‟s mission statement is, “Growing and Learning Together in a Christian 
Way”. 
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2 

The school’s priorities and targets 

 
10 The school‟s priorities and targets for 2009/2010 are to:- 

 

 raise standards across the curriculum; 

 improve the quality of teaching, training and assessment; 

 improve the quality of the curriculum; 

 strengthen the care and support for learners; 

 strengthen the role of governors and the quality of performance management; 

 improve the quality of self-evaluation; and 

 improve the quality of indoor and outdoor resources and accommodation. 
 
 

Summary 
 

11 Gwenfo Church in Wales Primary School is a good school.  It is well led and has made 
very good progress since its last inspection in the summer term 2004.  It has a very 
positive and welcoming ethos where all staff work effectively together.  It gives good 
value for money. 
 
Table of grades awarded 
 

Key Question 
 

Inspection grade 

1       How well do learners achieve? 
 

2 

2       How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 
 

2 

3       How well do the learning experiences meet the needs 
and interests of learners and the wider community? 

2 

4       How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 
 

2 

5       How effective are leadership and strategic management? 
 

2 

6       How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve  
quality and standards? 

2 

7       How efficient are leaders and managers in using 
resources? 

2 

 
12 The inspection team agreed with all but one of the judgements made by the school in 

its self-evaluation report.  Where the inspection team disagreed by one grade, this 
was because although there were some outstanding features in how well learners are 
cared for, guided and supported, these were insufficient to justify the highest grade. 

 
13 Nearly all children enter the Foundation Phase with above the expected levels of basic 

skills and maturity.  They make good progress and are very well prepared for the next 
phase of their education.  By the end of Key Stage 2 (KS2) nearly all meet the 
predictions made for them at the ages of seven and eleven. 
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14 Across the school, learners with SEN, those with EAL and those identified as more 
able or gifted and talented achieve well. 

 
15 In the 2009 national teacher assessments for seven year olds, the proportions of 

learners reaching at least the expected level (Level 2) in English, mathematics and 
science were well above the LA and national averages.  The combined results were 
also above these averages as was the proportion of learners reaching the higher level 
(Level 3).  In these assessments there was no difference between the attainment of 
boys and girls.   

 
16 In the national teacher assessments for eleven year olds in 2009 the results were 

above most schools at the expected level (Level 4) and at the higher level (Level 5).  
In these assessments girls out-performed boys.  When these results are compared to 
schools considered to have a similar proportion of learners entitled to free school 
meals (8% and below), the results in KS1 are very high and in KS2 they were above 
average in English and mathematics and very high in science.  The combined results 
were above average.  The overall trend of improvement since 2005 is positive.  
Compared to the results of the family of schools across Wales to which this school 
belongs, the school performed better than most of these schools. 

 
17 In 2009 the school met the targets agreed with the LA.  Overall, standards of 

achievement in the subjects and areas of learning inspected are as follows:- 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

23% 74% 3% 0% 0% 
    

18 These figures are above those of Her Majesty‟s Chief Inspector‟s (HMCIs) Annual 
Report (Primary) 2008/2009 where standards were reported as Grade 2 or better in 
85% of lessons, of which 12% were Grade 1.  These figures are above those of the 
last inspection. 
 
Areas of Learning for under-5s  
 

Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural 
development  

1 

Language, literacy and communication skills  1 

Welsh language development  2 

Mathematical development  1 

Knowledge and understanding of the world  1 

Creative development  2 

Physical development 2 

  
19 The overall quality of provision for the under-fives is appropriate to their needs and the 

children make good progress towards the Foundation Phase outcomes. 
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Grades for standards in subjects inspected in key stage 1 and key stage 2 

 

Inspection Area KS1 KS2 

Welsh second language 2 1 

Mathematics 2 2 

Information communications technology 2 2 

History 2 1 

Physical education 2 2 

 
20 Standards in the key skills of literacy and communication in English are good with 

outstanding features.  From the Foundation Phase children speak very confidently, 
learners in KS1 and KS2 are articulate and express themselves very clearly in a range 
of situations.  Across the school learners are very attentive and nearly all listen very 
well.  They read expressively for their ages and have very well developed reference 
and research skills.  They write for a wide range of reasons and in different styles. 
 

21 In the key skill of communication in Welsh standards are good with no important 
shortcomings.  Nearly all listen well and speak confidently.  By the end of KS2 many 
express themselves very well.  Across the school learners listen carefully and read 
and write in Welsh to a good standard, bearing in mind their starting points.  Learners‟ 
competence in Welsh and English and their skills in using Welsh and English together 
have good features which outweigh shortcomings.  Learners do not always 
systematically build on these skills as they move through the school 

 
22 Mathematical skills are good.  In the Foundation Phase and in KS1 pupils measure, 

count and calculate in a range of different contexts.  In KS2 all pupils confidently apply 
their mathematical skills, for example in science and physical education.  Standards in 
the use of ICT across the school are good.  All learners use laptop computers 
confidently to research, present their work and interpret information. 

 
23 Across the school learners‟ understanding of their Welsh heritage and culture is good 

with no important shortcomings.  Their creative skills are also good with no important 
shortcomings as is their appreciation of how to improve their own learning and 
performance.  Particular strengths are learners‟ personal and social education and 
problem solving skills, particularly in KS2 and their skills in working with others. 

 
24 Learners make very good progress in developing very positive attitudes to each other 

and to learning.  They work hard and are enthusiastic about all aspects of school life.  
They behave very well and all know very clearly what is expected of them. 

 
25 Attendance at 93% is close to the LA and national averages.  Nearly all learners arrive 

punctually. 
 

The quality of education and training 
 
Grades for teaching 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

23% 75% 2% 0% 0% 
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26 The quality of teaching is good or better in 98% of lessons and is above the picture 
reported in HMCI‟s Annual Report 2008/2009 (Primary) where 85% were in these 
categories with 17% being Grade 1.  

 
27 In the Foundation Phase all practitioners plan imaginatively and effectively to provide 

all children with a wide range of high quality experiences.  Across the school lessons 
are thoughtfully organised so that learners build systematically on what they already 
know and can do.  Planning for those with EAL and those identified as more able or 
gifted and talented is well-organised and effective. 

 
28 In the best lessons which are found across the school, the outstanding features 

include: 
 

 provision of outstanding and stimulating learning experiences for the youngest 
children which very successfully promote their language development; 

 very effective questioning which results in learners thinking logically; 

 very brisk pace to learning where all learners know what is expected of them; 

 systematic reviews of previous learning which are well used to teach new 
concepts; 

 very effective development of learners‟ confidence to use English and Welsh 
together; 

 very good examples of what learners should aim  to achieve; 

 outstanding subject knowledge; and 

 very creative and thought- provoking activities to develop learners‟ historical 
skills. 

 
29 In the small number of lessons where teaching has some shortcomings: 

 

 learners are slow to begin their work; and 

 opportunities are missed to ensure that all learners are actively engaged in the 
lessons. 

 
30 Arrangements for assessment recording and reporting learners‟ achievements are 

good with no important shortcomings and meet statutory requirements.  A particularly 
strong feature is the very detailed and well used procedures for assessing children‟s 
progress.  However, the information does not provide a clear picture of the overall 
progress learners make in acquiring the skills for learning in all subjects. 
 

31 Across the school good use is made of data to plan and improve learning.  It is 
effectively organised so that learners have a good understanding of what they need to 
do to improve.  Annual reports to parents are detailed and clearly set out the progress 
learners make.  Work is marked regularly and constructively.  There are effective links 
with other local schools including the secondary schools to which most learners 
transfer in order to raise standards.  Annotated collections of learners‟ work in English, 
mathematics and science are being well used in this process. 

 
32 The curriculum is broad and balanced and meets the statutory requirement of the NC 

and the locally agreed syllabus is religious education.  It is accessible to all learners, 
including those with SEN and EAL.  It has been reorganised systematically to match 
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the recent changes to the NC.  Currently, however, the majority of schemes of work do 
not give sufficient emphasis to the skills learners need to be successful. 

 
33 The curriculum is considerably enriched by an outstanding range of out of school 

activities which significantly extend learners‟ experiences.  Provision for spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development is good with outstanding features.  All learners 
are consciously encouraged to be aware of the spiritual dimension to life.  Learners 
are given a wide range of opportunities to accept responsibility and to be aware of 
their duty to care for others.  Provision for cultural development is very good and all 
learners are encouraged to be proud of their own culture and to appreciate the 
different cultures of others.  The school actively discourages learners from thinking in 
stereotypical ways and of the importance of treating everyone as equals.  Acts of 
collective worship are of a Christian nature and meet legal requirements. 

 
34 There are very good arrangements to promote learners‟ awareness of sustainable 

development.  The school has very close links with the local environmental groups.  
There are very effective links with industry through many educational visits and 
visitors.  Across the school nearly all learners are made aware of how the world of 
work and commerce function.   

 
35 The school provides very good care, guidance and support for all learners.  Provision 

for those with additional learning needs (ALN) is good with no important shortcomings.  
Those with SEN are quickly identified when they begin school and are well supported 
in classes and in their day-to-day needs, as are all other learners including those with 
EAL.  There is good support for learners whose behaviour might impede their 
progress.  All learners are successfully enabled to play a full part in the life of the 
school.  The school council and eco-committee are both very active and provide all 
learners with a voice in the school and a greater understanding of the democratic 
process. 

 
36 Links with local support services are strong and there are good arrangements to 

promote learners‟ health, safety and wellbeing.  Child protection arrangements meet 
local guidance and recommended good practice.  The necessary security checks have 
been undertaken. 

 
37 There are good arrangements to promote equal opportunities and to secure the equal 

treatment of the disabled.  A disability action plan is in place following a thorough 
review of the school site.  Arrangements to monitor behaviour, attendance, punctuality 
and performance are thorough and well used. 

 
Leadership and management  
 

38 The headteacher provides a positive and experienced lead to the school.  All teaching 
and non-teaching staff work together well in a constructive atmosphere where there is 
a strong commitment to provide a good education for all learners. 

 
39 The senior management team (SMT) work effectively and have a thorough 

understanding of what the school‟s priorities are.  They work hard to address them 
and to raise standards further.  All subject co-ordinators play an effective role in 
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helping to evaluate the quality of teaching, learning and progress in their areas of 
responsibility. 

 
40 The school gives careful attention to local initiatives and to national priorities.  The 

Foundation Phase has been successfully introduced and is very well managed.  
However, the provision of opportunities for learners to use English and Welsh together 
in their lessons is uneven and learners do not always build on what they already know 
and can do. 

 
41 Arrangements to provide time during the taught week for teachers to plan, prepare 

and assess (PPA) are successfully having a positive impact on standards and 
progress.  The time is well managed. 

 
42 The governing body is well led and well informed about the school.  Governors work 

constructively with the professional leadership to plan the best way forward.  Financial 
management is well-organised and focused on the educational needs of the school.  
The governing body fulfils its role as a critical yet supportive friend well and meets its 
statutory duties. 
 

43 The school self-evaluation process is thorough and firmly based on the views of all 
those who have an interest in the school.  The information this provides has been very 
carefully drawn together and considered.  The document is systematically and 
logically set out.  It succinctly identifies the school‟s strengths and areas for 
development.  It is broadly accurate and is well used in conjunction with the school 
performance management arrangements.  It is also appropriately linked to the school 
development plan (SDP) and to the school‟s budget. 

 
44 The school has a good complement of teaching and non-teaching staff for its size.  

They are suitably qualified and experienced.  The school administrative staff ensure 
that the school runs smoothly and efficiently on a day-to-day basis.  The school has 
addressed the re-modelling of the workforce agreement thoughtfully to reflect 
responsibilities for the management of the Foundation Phase and KS2. 

 
45 There is a good range of resources in all subjects which are in a good condition and 

are used well.  The outdoor environment is particularly stimulating for all learners.  The 
school makes good use of its internal accommodation which is well maintained.  Many 
colourful displays reflect the importance given to learners‟ efforts and successes. 

 
46 Bearing in mind the overall quality of education provided and the standards learners 

achieve, the school gives good value for money. 
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Recommendations 
 
In order to improve the school in the areas inspected, the school, staff and governing 
body need to: 
 
R1 raise learners‟ standards in the use English and Welsh together; and 
 
R2 complete the process of developing schemes of work ensuring the inclusion of 

the skills learners need to be successful and continue to develop procedures to 
assess these skills systematically.  * 

 
 
*   the school has identified this as a priority. 
 
 
 
The governing body is responsible for amending its current development plan to 
incorporate action in response to the recommendations within 45 working days of 
receiving the report, showing what the school is going to do about the 
recommendations.  This plan, or a summary of it, will be circulated to all parents at the 
school. 
 
  

Standards 
 
Key Question 1:     How well do learners achieve? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 

47 The findings of the inspection team matched the judgements made by the school in its 
self-evaluation report 
 

48 In 2009 the proportions of seven year olds reaching the expected level (Level 2) in the 
national teacher assessments were well above the LA and national averages in 
English, mathematics and science.  The combined results were also well above as 
were the proportions of pupils attaining the higher level (Level 3).  In these 
assessments boys and girls performed the same. 

 
49 In the 2009 national teacher assessments for eleven year olds the proportion of 

learners reaching at least the expected levels (Level 4) was again well above the LA 
and national averages in all three subjects and when they were combined.  The 
results at the higher level (Level 5) were also above.  In these assessments girls out 
performed boys. 

 
50 Compared to schools considered to have a similar proportion of learners entitled to 

free school meals, (8% and below), the results in KS1 were very high.  The KS2 
results were above most of these similar schools in English and mathematics and very 
high in science.  The combined results were above these similar schools.  The overall 
trend of improvement is positive.  After a dip in standards of attainment results in KS1 
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have returned to a high level.  Results in KS2 have continued to improve steadily 
since 2005. 

 
51 When the results are compared to the results for the family of schools across Wales to 

which the school belongs, they were above most of these schools.  In 2009 the school 
met the targets it had agreed with the LA. 

 
52 Learners with SEN and those who have EAL make at least good progress and often 

exceed the predictions made for them as do those who are identified as the more able 
or gifted and talented. 

 
53 The overall provision for the under-fives is appropriate to their needs and children 

make good progress towards the Foundation Phase outcomes. 
 
Grades for standards in subjects inspected in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

23% 74% 3% 0% 0% 

 
54 These figures are above those reported in HMCIs Annual Report 2008/2009 (Primary) 

where standards were Grade 2 or better in 85% of lessons, of which 12% were Grade 
1.  These figures are above those of the previous inspection. 
  
Areas of learning for under-5s  
 

 Reception 

Personal and social development, wellbeing and 
cultural development  

1 

Language, literacy and communication skills  1 

Welsh language development  2 

Mathematical development  1 

Knowledge and understanding of the world  1 

Creative development  2 

Physical development 2 
  

Grades for standards in subjects inspected in key stage 1 and key stage 2  
 

Inspection Area KS1 KS2 

Welsh second language 2 1 

Mathematics 2 2 

Information communications technology 2 2 

History 2 1 

Physical education 2 2 

 
55 In the key skills of communication in English standards are good with outstanding 

features.  All children in the Foundation Phase and pupils in KS1 and KS2 speak very 
confidently and by the end of KS2 many can express themselves in a wide variety of 
different situation articulately. 
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56 Across the school listening skills are outstanding. All learners are very attentive in their 
lessons listening very carefully to their teachers and to each other. 

 
57 Learners‟ reading skills are very good.  They read confidently for their ages and 

abilities.  By the end of KS2 learners read with very good expression and intonation.  
They give reasoned opinions about books.  They have well developed research skills.  
Standards of writing across the school in English are good.  Nearly all learners write 
for a variety of purposes, for example reports in geography. 

 
58 Communication skills in Welsh are good with no important shortcomings.  In reception 

where children are beginning to speak and listen, nearly all make good progress.  In 
KS1 and KS2 many read well in Welsh.  They are developing their writing skills.  
However, their bilingual skills are limited because across the school they do not all 
build systematically on what they already know and can do in order to improve their 
abilities to use Welsh and English together in their lessons and as they go about their 
daily lives in the school. 

 
59 Across the school learners‟ mathematical skills are good.  In the Foundation Phase 

and in KS1 learners apply their skills in measuring, adding and handling money in 
various role-play areas.  In KS2 nearly all pupils use their mathematical skills well in a 
range of subjects, for example in measuring time and length accurately in physical 
education and in collecting, recording and interpreting data in science. 

 
60 Standards in the application of the skills of ICT throughout the school are good.  By 

the end of KS2 all pupils have a wide range of skills which are used in a variety of 
situations.  They confidently carry out research, for example into coral reefs using the 
Internet and create electronic presentations in a variety of subjects. 

 
61 Throughout the school learners‟ bilingual skills have good features which outweigh 

shortcomings.  While in some classes learners have good opportunities to use English 
and Welsh together, this is not consistent across the school.  As a result learners do 
not build systematically on what they already know and can do in order to improve 
confidence. 

 
62 Throughout the school learners have a good understanding of the culture and 

traditions of Wales; they have a good knowledge of the local area. 
 

63 Learners‟ personal and social skills are outstanding.  Throughout the school learners 
show positive relationships with each other and with adults.  They co-operate very 
willingly and help each other freely.  All learners are extremely polite and considerate. 

 
64 From the Foundation Phase and into KS1 pupils problem solving skills are good.  By 

the time learners reach the end of KS2 their problem solving skills are outstanding.  In 
KS1 pupils think carefully to solve problems relating to the past in history.  In KS2 they 
approach problems systematically and logically, for example in mathematics, English 
and geography.  Creative skills across the school are good with no important 
shortcomings.  All learners express their ideas through a range of media and 
materials. 
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65 Learners throughout the school work together very well.  They collaborate willingly, for 
example when working together in groups in physical education.   They appreciate 
what they need to do to improve their own work. 

 
66 Overall learners make very good progress in the development of their personal, social 

and learning skills. Children in the reception class make excellent progress. Learners‟ 
behaviour and their attitudes to learning are major strengths of the school. 

 

67 Most learners have very good attitudes to learning and enjoy coming to school. They 
work hard in lessons and are eager to please. They are interested and enthusiastic 
about their work and co-operate very well when working in pairs and small groups. 
Nearly all have very good levels of concentration and even the youngest children 
persevere very well with their tasks. 
 

68 Most learners behave very well. They are respectful and courteous to adults and each 
other. Relationships are very good and there is an atmosphere of mutual respect 
throughout the school. 
 

69 The school sets high expectations and the foundations for good behaviour are laid 
very effectively in the reception class. As a result, even the youngest children know 
what is expected of them and show a high degree of independence.  Learners move 
sensibly in and around the school.  Nearly all work and play together very well.  

 

70 Older learners are sensitive to the needs of other learners including younger ones. 
The Y6 and reception buddy system works well and the younger children value the 
support provided by the older ones. 
 

71 There are a few learners throughout the school who sometimes lack concentration 
and do not always follow instructions. They are generally managed positively and are 
not allowed to disrupt others. 
 

72 At 93% the average rate of attendance for the three terms prior to the inspection is in 
line with the LA and national averages.  Absences are caused mainly by illness but 
holidays in term time adversely affect the overall rate.  Nearly all learners arrive on 
time at the start of the school day.  
 

73 Learners, including those with ALN, develop very good independent, problem solving 
and decision making skills.  They are well prepared for effective participation in the 
workplace through their roles as monitors, buddies and on the school council and eco-
committee  
 

74 Learners have an exceptionally good understanding of their place in the school and 
the community because they participate in a very good range of projects and events 
as well as visits to appropriate places.  

 

75 This starts in the reception class with topics such as „people who help us‟.  Throughout 
the school learners take a share in the life of the school.  
 

76 The school council, eco-committee and Y6 buddies have a high profile in the school. 
As a result learners develop responsibilities to the school and to the wider community.  
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77 The school is involved in a wide range of community projects such as the Best Kept 
Village and the Orchid Fields.  Learners have worked closely with road safety officers 
to develop a travel plan and „Safe Route to School‟.  Learners support local charities 
and a school in Lesotho.  Learners throughout the school take their responsibilities 
very seriously and show great commitment to their roles. They are very proud of their 
school.  
 
 

The quality of education and training 
 
Key Question 2: How effective are teaching, training and assessment? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 

78 The findings of the inspection team matched the judgements made by the school in its 
self-evaluation report. 
 

79 The quality of teaching was judged as follows: 
 

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

23% 75% 2% 0% 0% 

 
80 The quality of teaching is good or better, that is Grade 1 or Grade 2, in 98% of 

lessons.  These figures are above the national picture reported by HMCI in the Annual 
Report 2008/2009 (Primary) where the quality of teaching was good or better, that is 
Grade 1 or Grade 2 in 85% of lessons, of which 17% were Grade 1.  These figures are 
above those of the previous inspection. 
 

81 Across the school lessons are carefully planned to meet the needs of all learners and 
to help them build systematically on what they know and can do.  In the reception all 
practitioners plan carefully together to provide a rich curriculum which gives these 
children many very good opportunities to experiment and investigate for themselves.   

 
82 Across the school teachers‟ plans are sufficiently detailed and indicate how the time 

available is to be used and what learners should learn as a result of the teaching.  
Plans for those who are more able or gifted and talented, those with EAL and those 
with SEN are detailed and very well used to give the necessary support and 
challenge.   

 
83 The best lessons which have many outstanding features are found across the school.  

In these lessons teachers show a very good understanding of how young children 
learn and how to make the learning stimulating and fun.  They develop children‟s 
vocabularies very cleverly by effective questioning, for example when looking at 
African snails.  They very successfully encourage learners to think things out for 
themselves logically and to develop an hypothesis to test.  They ensure that their 
lessons have a very brisk pace and that all learners know what is expected of them, 
for example when performing a dance sequence. 

 
84 In the best lessons, teachers systematically review what has been learnt previously 

and then carefully extend learners‟ understanding.  They take up opportunities which 
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arise during the lessons to develop learners‟ skills and confidence to use and to 
respond to incidental Welsh.  They set very good examples themselves, so that all 
have a very good idea of the standards they should aim to achieve, in developing their 
skills in gymnastics.  They show very good subject knowledge and confidence to use 
ICT in a range of situations to exemplify a point and to encourage learners to be self-
critical when evaluating their own efforts. 

 
85 Where teaching has many outstanding features, the teachers hold all learners‟ 

interests through the innovative ways in which specific skills are fostered.  For 
example when promoting historical skills learners are encouraged to evaluate 
evidence critically to identify key features in the death of a Roman trader.  They 
emphasise the skills for learning which are to be used very clearly and reinforce them 
regularly, for example when teaching Welsh to older learners.  They make very good 
use of their learning support assistants (LSAs) who play an active role in enabling all 
learners to play a full part in their lessons. 

 
86 Where there were some shortcomings, too much time was taken up with listening 

passively when learners should have been busy and active participants. 
 

87 The school‟s assessment procedures are used effectively to plan and improve 
learning.  Systems for assessment, including those for learners with SEN, include 
continuous, formative and summative assessments and are used appropriately to 
inform planning.  The school is working closely with other schools locally and with the 
secondary school to which most learners transfer in order to agree standards.  
Collections of learners work in English, mathematics and science are being well used 
in this process.
 

88 The quality of assessment in the Foundation Phase has outstanding features.  
Children are assessed according to the LA baseline assessment, and detailed records 
are kept of the progress of each child.  Day-to-day assessments are discussed by 
practitioners on a regular basis, and are used particularly well to plan carefully to meet 
the needs of individuals.  
 

89 Throughout the school, target setting and pupil tracking are good.  Assessment files 
for each learner are completed each term, and personal, social, medical and 
academic details are recorded.  These are used effectively to plan for the future needs 
of each learner.  Good use is made of data to plan and to improve learning through 
identifying trends and aiding strategic planning.  However, the information which is 
collected does not present a sufficiently clear picture of the overall progress learners 
make in acquiring the skills they need to be successful learners in all subjects. 
 

90 Learners have a good understanding of the purpose of assessment, and, in general, 
know what they need to do to improve their work.  In all classes, learners‟ work is 
marked regularly, and teachers‟ comments are positive and informative.  Teachers 
encourage learners to evaluate their own work and to set personal targets.  In KS2, 
most learners are becoming increasingly aware of success criteria, and regularly use 
peer and self-assessment, particularly in English, mathematics and science. 
 

91 The school meets statutory requirements for recording learners‟ achievements.  
Positive feedback is received from parents following the termly meetings with teachers 
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to discuss their children‟s progress.  They are very happy to have an opportunity to 
respond in writing to the annual reports.  Reports are clear and detailed, inform 
parents about the development of their children‟s skills in all areas of school life and 
highlight the way forward. 
 
 
Key Question 3: How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and 

interests of learners and the wider community? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 

92 The findings of the inspection team matched the judgements made by the school in its 
self-evaluation report.  
 

93 Curriculum provision fulfils the requirements of the Foundation Phase, the NC in KS1 
and KS2, and the personal social education (PSE) framework.  It is broad and 
balanced, and caters well for the needs of a range of learners, including those with 
SEN.  All legal requirements are met.   
 

94 In the Foundation Phase the construction and use of the curriculum are outstanding 
features.  The philosophy and strategies for the Foundation Phase are well 
established and integrated into curriculum planning and practice in the Foundation 
Phase and in KS1.  Long-term planning is based on stimulating themes that link all 
areas of learning effectively.  Learners are provided with a variety of exciting 
experiences through independent and supported learning.  Short-term planning is very 
successfully shared with all staff who work in the classes.  In the Foundation phase 
and in KS1 all ensure that children develop skills very well through play in the inside 
and outside areas.  
 

95 Planning in KS2 is based on NC requirements.  Policies and schemes of work are 
detailed and are beginning to reflect the skills-based approach.  Activities in both key 
stages are suitably challenging and stimulating for varying abilities, including more 
able learners and those with SEN.  Across the school, homework and home/school 
tasks consolidate and often extend learning. 
 

96 The school‟s provision for developing key and basic skills is good, because of 
purposeful planning.  On the whole teachers succeed in implementing the acquisition 
of these skills and ensure that learners know which key skills will be highlighted during 
a particular lesson.   
 

97 The school offers an outstanding range of extra-curricular activities, which ably 
support and extend in-school learning.  Clubs and activities include sports clubs, 
library club, cookery, Welsh folk dancing and media.  Science Week is a regular 
feature of the school calendar and encompasses the effective use of the school 
grounds and valuable links with industry.  The annual Arts Week is an excellent 
means of raising awareness and increasing skills in creative activities.  All classes 
participate in a wide range of educational visits.  Y5 and Y6 learners benefit greatly in 
their personal and social development from residential visits.  Highly effective use of 
initiatives such as the physical education school sports (PESS) programme, and the 
input of the „athrawes fro‟ and peripatetic instrumental tutors greatly enhance the 
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curriculum.   Acts of collective worship meet legal requirements and are of a Christian 
nature. 
 

98 Provision for the spiritual and moral development of learners is excellent, and is 
promoted very well throughout the daily life of the school.  Learners are encouraged to 
be spiritually aware, to think about themselves and others, and about the universe in 
which we live.  Discussion time is very well used for reflection, and issues such as 
promoting peace are discussed effectively in lessons, and support learners‟ spiritual 
development well. The school raises money for a wide range of good causes, and 
learners welcome opportunities to help others less fortunate than themselves. 
 

99 Personal and social development are promoted extremely well through a variety of 
effective means, for example, merit assemblies, the eco-gardening nurture group, a 
house point system and personal and social education (PSE) lessons, which include 
drug and substance misuse.  Appreciation and respect for faiths other than Christianity 
are promoted very well through visits to places of worship.  Provision for cultural 
understanding is excellent through subjects such as geography, and through visitors 
to school, for example, those from Lesotho.  The school regularly invites theatre and 
music groups to perform.   Learners are encouraged to be proud of their own culture 
and to celebrate their Welsh identity through numerous activities, such as the Welsh 
Week.   
 

100 The curriculum is greatly enriched by effective partnerships with parents, the 
community and other schools.  The school seeks to involve and inform parents fully 
through regular newsletters, website, reading tasks and family services, and gives 
advice as to how parents can help their children.  Parents, grandparents and 
community helpers work regularly in classes and clubs, and provide valuable support 
with visits.  This has a positive effect on children‟s learning.  The hard-working Friends 
Association provides generous financial support that is greatly appreciated by the 
school. 
 

101 Links with the community are very strong, and many community members enrich 
children‟s learning in a variety of ways.  For example, grandparents volunteer to talk 
about life in Wenvoe in the past, and the local community policewoman, the librarian 
and the doctor extend learning most effectively.  The school works particularly well 
with an environmental group in the village to develop and maintain a school garden, 
and is co-operating enthusiastically with a local conservation group to preserve the 
Orchid Fields. 
 

102 The school welcomes and benefits from close links with local places of higher and 
further education.  Links with local secondary schools are good and provide valuable 
curricular continuity, and foster positive relationships between staff and learners, 
which ensure smooth transition to KS3.  
 

103 The school has a very good partnership with industry.  Many educational visits and 
visitors from the community help to raise learners‟ awareness of the world of work 
both past and present.  The school benefits materially from its links with local and 
national businesses including funding for the after school club. 
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104 One teacher has experience from a previous career in industry and has taken part in 
an industrial placement which has enhanced her professional development and 
supported her teaching and management skills.  
 

105 Provision for promoting learners‟ bilingual skills has good features that outweigh 
shortcomings.  Learners are provided with opportunities to use a range of language 
patterns as part of daily routines, and all learners realise that two languages are 
spoken in Wales.  Welsh is seen around the school in displays, and is used regularly 
in collective worship.  However, there is inconsistency in its use between classes, and 
few learners use both languages in subjects across the curriculum. 
 

106 The school promotes equal opportunities very well.  Learners, irrespective of their 
social background, gender, disability or ethnicity are positively included in all 
appropriate school activities including all appropriate out of hours activities.  The 
school makes every effort to tackle the social disadvantage of its learners. 
 

107 Learners develop an excellent understanding of sustainable development and an 
awareness of conservation issues through recycling and composting projects in the 
school.  They work with the Wenvoe Environmental Group to develop the outdoor 
environment and the vegetable garden. 
 

108 Learners‟ awareness of global citizenship is raised successfully through their work in 
subjects such as geography and religious education. There are well established links 
with a school in Lesotho.  Teachers have made reciprocal visits. Older learners are 
developing links with a school in Chongqing in China through their pen pal project. 
The school has gained the prestigious Foundation and Intermediate International 
Awards. 
 

109 The school acts in a sustainable way and learners are very aware of the effects of 
litter and pollution on the environment.  Opportunities for learners to develop skills 
required to support economic development are very good.  Children in the reception 
class develop their entrepreneurial skills through role play activities.  All learners have 
the opportunity to make goods for sale for the Christmas fair.  They all help to raise 
money for good causes.  Learners in Y5 and Y6 are involved in the Young Enterprise 
mini enterprise project. The goods are sold at the annual village Dickensian evening.  
 

110 The school attends very well to national priorities for lifelong learning and community 
regeneration. It works closely with the local environmental, leisure and conservation 
groups to improve the area. 
 
 
Key Question 4: How well are learners cared for, guided and supported? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 

111 The findings of the inspection team did not match the judgements made by the school 
in its self-evaluation report.  This is because the school over-estimated by one grade 
the way in which learners are cared for, guided and supported.  Although there some 
outstanding features these were insufficient to justify the highest grade. 
 



Report by Peter Mathias 
Gwenfo C.I.W. Primary, 26/04/10 

17 

112 Learners are cared for, well guided and supported in a very secure and happy 
environment. The school has a very positive ethos and every learner is valued and 
included.  
 

113 The school works extremely effectively with health professionals and external 
agencies.  
 

114 The school has an exceptionally positive partnership with parents.  The school 
responds positively to parental requests.  Their views are sought through regular 
meetings and questionnaires. In discussion parents say they value the daily informal 
contact with the teachers. Parents of children with SEN feel their children are very well 
supported by both staff and learners. 

 

115 The school council and eco-committee provide learners with a real voice in the school 
and the community.  Representatives from Y1 to Y6 develop team building and 
negotiating skills that support their work in other areas. For example they have been 
involved in devising the new school motto. They organise fundraising events and 
competitions such as the annual talent show and make sound spending decisions 
such as prizes and play equipment. They train Y5 learners for their roles and plan 
future projects to assist their successors.  
 

116 Induction arrangements for children in reception class are very carefully planned and 
implemented.  As a result even the youngest children settle very well into school life 
and quickly gain a high degree of independence. 
 

117 There are very good procedures in place when learners move between classes and 
key stages and to support learners who join the school at a later stage.  All learners 
quickly learn the routines and settle well into school life.  
 

118 The school provides extremely high quality personal support and guidance for 
learners.  The policy is integrated into all aspects of the school‟s activities and the 
outcome is reflected in the learners‟ caring and thoughtful attitudes. The social 
education programme and discussion time are used very effectively to discuss issues 
or concerns. 
 

119 Teachers and support staff apply policies for behaviour management consistently and 
all adults in the school are very good role models. All staff including mid day 
supervisors are trained in positive behaviour management strategies and have a role 
in the reward system. Incidents of misbehaviour are dealt with promptly and without 
fuss.  The home/school book provides valuable dialogue between parents and 
teachers when necessary. 
 

120 Learners‟ attendance and punctuality are very carefully monitored. The school has 
very recently introduced a first day response to absence. It sets targets and works with 
the educational welfare officer (EWO) when necessary. In discussion the EWO 
confirms attendance for almost all the learners is consistently good and there have 
been very few referrals in terms of attendance, behaviour or welfare.  
 

121 Learners‟ behaviour is very closely monitored and when required appropriate action is 
taken to support learners who may experience difficulties. Arrangements to encourage 
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learners to behave well are extremely effective. This is evident in the generally high 
standards of learners‟ behaviour.  
 

122 The school is in its sixth year of the Healthy Schools initiative. It is very effective at 
promoting health and fitness for learners through a wide range of extracurricular 
activities including the PESS initiative and a very good range of outdoor play 
equipment. 
 

123 Parents support the school‟s fruit only policy for break time snacks and all learners 
have access to water throughout the day indoors and out. Learners understand the 
need of exercise and a balanced diet. They appreciate the outdoor play equipment 
that promotes active playtimes, as well as the out of hours sports and gardening clubs.  
  

124 All adults in the school, including the canteen staff, are very well aware of learners 
with particular needs and are very knowledgeable about procedures in the event of 
accidents and emergencies.  
 

125 The police liaison officer and school health nurse support the school‟s personal and 
social education programme.  There is a comprehensive health and safety policy.  
Risk assessments are systematic.  All staff are trained in emergency first aid 
procedures and are alert to issues relating to the wellbeing of learners.  
 

126 There is an effective policy and sound procedures for child protection. The head 
teacher and a senior teacher are nominated officers and there is a named trained link 
governor.  Teachers, support and supply staff, mid day supervisors, the caretaker and 
cook, volunteers and students are fully aware of their responsibilities.  

 

127 Provision for learners with ALN is good and meets the requirements of the Code of 
Practice.  There are effective arrangements for the early identification of learners with 
SEN, and early baseline assessments identify young children who may have 
additional needs.  Arrangements to inform and involve parents are good.  All learners 
on the SEN register are provided with individual learning plans to ensure that their 
learning is effective.  The quality of the IEPs is good, and they are reviewed at least 
once a term to monitor progress and review targets for improvement.  The special 
educational needs co-ordinator (SENCo) ensures that careful records are kept of 
learners in need of additional help with aspects of learning, and monitors the provision 
effectively. 

 
128 Good support for those learners with SEN is provided by class teachers and support 

staff, both within the classroom and in withdrawal sessions, as individuals or in small 
groups.  Class activities are differentiated appropriately to meet the needs of 
individuals.  Learners in need of extra help in literacy, numeracy and handwriting 
benefit from programmes such as „Catch Up‟ that are taught effectively by support 
staff in withdrawal sessions.  Effective use is made of various external agencies, such 
as the educational psychologist, to provide guidance where there are specific needs.  
Able and talented learners are catered for well throughout the school.  
 

129 Learners with co-ordination difficulties benefit enormously from taking part in a daily 
exercise programme ably organised by a member of the support staff, to improve, not 
only co-ordination, but also self-esteem.  This activity, together with the eco-gardening 
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nurture group and the sewing circle, which focuses on emotional needs, are 
outstanding features of the provision. 
 

130 Learners with SEN take part in all aspects of school life and have access to a broad 
and balanced curriculum. 
 

131 Good support is provided for learners whose behaviour might impede their progress.  
There is a consistent approach to encouraging good behaviour, and all members of 
staff, including lunch-time staff, have participated in positive behaviour management 
training sessions.  When necessary, the school works closely with behaviour support 
services. 
 

132 The school has well planned and documented procedures including named staff for 
dealing with race equality, disability discrimination and equal opportunities.  All 
learners are encouraged and enabled to take part in the activities provided by the 
school.  
 

133 There are effective policies for areas such as bullying, harassment, disability, and safe 
internet access and fire prevention.  

 

134 The school has carried out a thorough survey of the site in order to review its 
accessibility for the disabled and an appropriate action plan is in place. 
 

135 The school promotes diversity and equal opportunities very well.  A very good range of 
activities are provided for learners through personal and social and religious 
education.  Parents are used extremely effectively to promote children‟s 
understanding of other cultures.  
 
 

Leadership and management 
 
Key Question 5: How effective are leadership and strategic management? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 

136 The findings of the inspection team matched the judgements made by the school in its 
self-evaluation report. 
 

137 The school is well led.  The headteacher provides a thoughtful and determined lead 
and has achieved much in promoting a positive ethos across the school where all staff 
work closely and constructively together.  Much has been achieved in encouraging all 
staff to feel a sense of ownership of their individual areas of responsibility and to have 
high expectations of what the school can achieve. 

 
138 The SMT team is close knit and very experienced.  They have a thorough 

understanding of what needs to be achieved and are far from complacent.  For 
example, they make every effort to ensure that the information which is gathered from 
a range of assessment is well used to raise standards where necessary and to ensure 
that previous successes are consolidated.  Working closely together they have 
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identified the best ways forward to implement changes to the curriculum and to review 
its impact upon the standards all learners achieve. 

 
139 The school takes careful note of national and local priorities.  The Foundation Phase 

has been introduced very successfully as a result of careful consideration of the needs 
of these children.  It is very well managed.  Links with other local schools are strong.  
The senior management team and subject co-ordinators systematically evaluate the 
quality of teaching and learning and ensure that the skills of individual teachers are 
shared.  There is a close link between these activities and the identification of 
teachers‟ in-service education needs.  In turn these are carefully linked to the school‟s 
performance management procedures which are central to the headteacher‟s strategy 
for continual school improvement. 

 
140 The governing body is well led and is well informed about the school‟s strengths and 

areas for development.  It is supportive of the professional leadership and has close 
links with subject co-ordinators.  Governors are welcome and constructive visitors to 
the school.  They share a strong commitment to fulfilling their roles as governors. 

 
141 Financial management is well-organised and well focused on the educational needs of 

the school.  The school budget is effectively linked to the school‟s performance 
management priorities and to the priorities set out in the SDP.  The governing body is 
well informed about the impact of its spending decisions and constructively acts as a 
critical friend of the school.  It meets its statutory duties. 

 
 

Key Question 6: How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve 
quality and standards? 

 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 

142 The findings of the inspection team matched the judgements made by the school in its 
self-evaluation report. 

 
143 There are thorough procedures for self-evaluation in which all teachers have been 

involved in considering standards in their areas of responsibility and in judging the 
progress all learners make.  They have reviewed the strengths and areas for 
development fairly.  The views of all those with a stake in the school have been 
sought, for example through the use of questionnaires.  A particular strength is the 
way in which this information has been brought together through a very wide ranging 
series of discussions involving governors, LSAs and the professional teaching staff.  
All share a strong sense of ownership of the judgements which have been made.  The 
document is broadly accurate. 

 
144 The school self-evaluation document is sufficiently detailed and succinct.  It clearly 

sets out where the school‟s strengths and areas for development are and the basis on 
which these judgements have been made.  It gives a clear picture of the way forward.  
It is closely linked to the SDP which sets out priorities for development in detail with 
appropriate costings and timescales.  This process is also closely linked to the 
school‟s performance management programme and to local and national priorities.  
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These include provision of sufficient time for teachers‟ PPA activities which have made 
a positive contribution to the overall quality of education which the school provides. 

 
145 The inspection team agreed with nearly all of the judgements made by the school in its 

self-evaluation.  Where it disagreed by one grade, this was because, while in Key 
Question 4 the school provides good quality care , support and guidance to learners 
and has outstanding arrangements for learners‟ personal support and guidance and 
the partnership with parents, carers and employers, there were insufficient outstanding 
features overall to justify the highest grade.   

 
146 Since the last inspection in the summer term 2004, the school has made very good 

progress in addressing the key issues of that inspection.  Significant progress has 
been made in raising standards in ICT as a subject and its use across the curriculum.  
By the end of KS2 standards in Welsh as a second language are high.  The school 
self-evaluation process is robust and well used to raise standards.  The needs of 
learners of all abilities are identified and met.  Much has been achieved in enhancing 
and enriching the curriculum.  The school‟s prospectus and annual reports to parents 
meet statutory requirements.  Learners nearly always arrive at school on time, 
 
 
Key Question 7: How efficient are leaders and managers in using resources? 
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 

147 The finding of the inspection team matched the judgements made by the school in its 
self-evaluation report. 
 

148 Staffing levels are good and the overall quality and commitment of the teaching and 
non-teaching staff is one of the strengths of the school.  Teachers are hard-working, 
and work closely in partnership with well-trained LSAs as one dedicated team, for the 
good of the children.  Teachers and support staff understand the importance of 
realising the school‟s vision of Christian principles and the raising of standards. 
 

149 A structured performance management system contributes positively to staff 
development, and all members of staff feel valued.  Continuing professional 
development is targeted specifically to increase skills, and is closely linked to priorities 
in self-evaluation and the SDP.  Training, such as the use of ICT in the classroom, has 
impacted positively on teaching and learning standards. 
 

150 The day-to-day life of the school functions effectively.  The school‟s administrative 
officer, caretaker, canteen staff, midday supervisors and cleaners provide good 
support.   

 
151 Appropriate attention has been given to the teacher workload agreement to reflect 

responsibilities in KS2 and the Foundation Phase.  Teachers use their planning, 
preparation and assessment time well.  The very good quality of cover ensures that 
high standards are maintained, particularly in Welsh and physical education. 
 

152 The school has a good range of quality resources that are in a good condition and are 
used purposefully.  All curriculum areas are well resourced and subject leaders ensure 
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that resources for their subject areas support effective learning.  Learners make good 
use of the newly refurbished library, and considerable investment in ICT hardware 
ensures that all learners have access to quality equipment. 
 

153 The quality and use that is made of the accommodation are outstanding features.  
Classrooms are not large but are adequate in size for the number of learners in each 
class.  The school‟s main accommodation is in good condition, and the furniture is well 
maintained.  Very effective use is made of all areas.  The safe and secure outdoor 
facilities are of a high standard, and include hard surface play areas, grassed areas, a 
gazebo, a garden and an adventure trail.  The Foundation Phase outdoor area 
provides a stimulating learning environment in which children can explore and play 
safely.   

 
154 Buildings are in good decorative order and are cleaned to a very good standard.  Staff 

work hard to create stimulating displays of children‟s work which celebrate their work, 
and are excellent teaching and learning aids.   
 

155 Bearing in mind the standards learners reach and the overall quality of education 
provided, the school gives good value for money. 
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Standards achieved in subjects and areas of learning 
 
Foundation phase for under 5s 
 
Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural development 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
Outstanding features  
 

156 Many children concentrate very well for long periods of time, for example, when 
studying different types of snails.  Many work with outstanding levels of independence 
and develop very positive attitudes to their tasks when playing indoors and outdoors.  
They express their feelings with ease and maturity. 
 

157 Most children form excellent relationships with other children, and understand what 
makes a good friend.  They take turns and are willing to share with others and co-
operate extremely well, for example, when making large wooden constructions.  All of 
them have a very good understanding of class routines and realise the importance of 
rules.  Most have a very good understanding of the school‟s expectations about 
behaviour. 
 
Good features  
 

158 The majority of children show good care and respect for others, and are developing 
high degrees of self-confidence and self-esteem. They ask for help if required.  All of 
them have a good awareness of personal hygiene and understand the need for eating 
healthily. 
 

159 All children display a positive attitude towards Welsh and symbols that represent 
Welsh culture.  They also have a good awareness of other cultures, and customs, 
such as Divali, and are beginning to realise that everyone is important, whatever the 
differences between them. 
 
Language, literacy and communication skills  
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
Outstanding features 
 

160 The majority of children listen very attentively to stories read to them by practitioners, 
and respond promptly and appropriately to instructions. 
 

161 Most children speak with increasing confidence and clarity using a wide range of 
vocabulary to describe their activities.  They use a range of words and phrases learnt 
in role-play situations most effectively, and make excellent use of positional and 
descriptive words, for example, when retelling the story of Noah‟s Ark. 
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162 Many children have outstanding recognition of many key words and phrases in familiar 
contexts, and read their own work and simple texts very effectively, using various 
strategies to attempt new words. 
 

163 A few children communicate confidently and extremely well on paper using words, 
phrases and short sentences, and know that they need to start a sentence with a 
capital letter and finish with a full stop.  They have an excellent understanding that 
writing can be used for a variety of purposes. 
 
Good features  
 

164 Children recite many rhymes and simple poems from memory using appropriate 
inflection to convey meaning.  
 

165 Almost without exception, children show an interest in books and handle them 
appropriately.  They recognise and differentiate between most letters of the alphabet 
and name the first letter of familiar words.  Their writing skills are developing well 
through marking and forming letters using a variety of media in a wide range of 
contexts.   
 
Mathematical development  
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
Outstanding features 
 

166 Most children develop an excellent understanding of number work through 
participating in a wide range of oral, practical and play activities.  They handle 
numbers confidently, and count from one to 10 forwards and backwards with ease, 
and arrange numbers to at least 20 correctly. Almost all children show an excellent 
understanding of ordinal numbers when having snail races, or when putting sand 
castles in order using flags.  
 

167 Many children recognise coins to the value of 10 pence and understand how prices of 
items for sale are displayed on price tags.  They measure carefully using non-standard 
measures, for example, when measuring the depth of snow in the outdoor area.  
 
Good features  
 

168 With few exceptions, children discuss and solve simple problems which arise from 
practical situations.  Many have a basic understanding of adding and subtraction 
processes. 
 

169 All children recognise two and three-dimensional shapes easily, and describe them 
correctly.  They sort, classify, arrange and compare objects in a large number of 
contexts, using correct mathematical language when discussing their work. 
 

170 Most children succeed in recording data effectively in various ways.  For example, 
they produce block graphs to record their favourite activities. 
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Knowledge and understanding of the world 
 
Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
Outstanding features  
 

171 Nearly all develop an outstanding understanding and knowledge of the world though 
exploring, enquiring, investigating and asking questions within a variety of indoor and 
outdoor experiences. 
 

172 Nearly all children have an excellent knowledge of their local area.  They speak 
enthusiastically about features seen on their walks in the village, and draw simple 
route maps of their journeys.  They have a sound understanding of their community, 
and identify good features such as the local shop, comparing it effectively with a local 
supermarket.  Through visits by members of the community, such as the community 
police officer, the fireman the librarian and the doctor, most children have a very good 
understanding of the kinds of work people do and how they help us.  
 

173 Nearly all children have an excellent understanding of the needs of plants and animals 
through activities such as planting and watering seeds.  They make highly effective 
use of magnifying lenses to investigate insects on a mini-beast hunt, and to study 
garden snails and compare them with African snails. 
 
Good features  
 

174 Most children have a good awareness of various materials and predict outcomes 
when investigating, for instance, what happens to snow when it is brought indoors.  
Through cooking activities, such as making Easter biscuits and Chinese fortune 
cookies, children understand that ingredients change when they are mixed or heated.  
They make informed comments about the weather and know which clothes are 
appropriate in various weather conditions. 
 

175 Many children know the difference between past and present.  They describe and 
sequence events during a school day correctly.  Most use pictures, stories and objects 
effectively to learn about past times.  They succeed in creating personal time lines, 
and compare their toys well with those of long ago. 
 
Welsh development  
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features  
 

176 All children have positive attitudes towards Welsh and are eager to recall words and 
phrases they have learnt.  They display a good understanding of greetings and 
commands, and respond enthusiastically.  They sing Welsh songs and rhymes using 
appropriate actions, and use the names of colours in Welsh when playing dominoes, 
and count in Welsh when playing ball games outdoors.  Nearly all use Welsh 
confidently at registration time, and often re-enact this activity using role-play.   
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177 Most children respond correctly to questions about where they live, the weather and 
what they are wearing.  They identify parts of the body and name several animals in 
Welsh.  Children are eager to discuss their Welsh Week and describe how they made 
and tasted traditional Welsh food, such as Welsh rarebit.  They have good knowledge 
of the work of a Welsh illustrator. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
178 There are no important shortcomings. 

 
Creative development  
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features  
 

179 All children mix, shape and combine materials skilfully to produce exciting patterns, 
prints, paintings and collages.  Most use computer programs confidently to produce 
lively self-portraits.  They investigate and explore a range of materials to make a 
variety of models, for example, using wooden blocks to create Noah‟s Ark, and 
manipulating clay effectively to create snails.  They combine and arrange materials 
well to make paper hats, and use their split-pin puppets effectively to perform a puppet 
show. 
 

180 All children know a good range of songs and sing them tunefully.  They make music 
effectively, using a variety of un-tuned instruments, exploring a range of sound 
sources and experimenting with different ways of making and organising sounds.  
Many respond well to rhythm and keep a steady beat. 
 

181 In their role-play, indoors and outdoors, most children display good imaginative play 
skills, and often recreate characters and scenes from stories they have heard. 

 
Shortcomings 

 
182 There are no important shortcomings. 

 
Physical development  
 
Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features  
 

183 Nearly all children make good progress in developing fine motor skills.  They handle 
the computer mouse, table-top games and small tools with increasing control.  They 
use pencils, crayons and paint brushes confidently.  The cutting skills of the majority 
are developing well, and most children handle digital cameras and jig-saw puzzles 
with good co-ordination.   
 

184 Many children control their bodies well when balancing, running, jumping and climbing 
outdoors on the „Trim Trails‟ they build themselves, and when swinging on suspended 



Report by Peter Mathias 
Gwenfo C.I.W. Primary, 26/04/10 

27 

tyres.  They ride large wheeled toys confidently.  All children are very much aware of 
safety factors when playing outdoors.  
 

185 During more formal physical activities children show a good awareness of space and 
work energetically.  Many display good hand/eye co-ordination when practising ball-
handling skills, such as rolling, catching and throwing.  

 
Shortcomings 

 
186 There are no important shortcomings. 

 
Welsh second language 
 
Key Stage 1: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Key Stage 2: Grade 1: Good with outstanding features  
 
Outstanding features   
 

187 In KS2 pupils listen extremely well and respond enthusiastically during question and 
answer sessions.  Most speak confidently and clearly display excellent progression in 
language patterns learnt at an earlier stage.  At the upper end of the key stage many 
pupils use a variety of conjunctions most effectively to extend sentences, for example, 
when discussing sports and other activities.  They express their opinions competently 
and make extremely effective use of past and the imperfect tenses.  A few more able 
pupils use the language voluntarily to communicate their views. 
 

188 Many KS2 learners make very good use of the imperfect and past tenses when 
describing the weather and when writing about their holidays.  Many make very 
effective use of connective words to extend their sentences, and use dictionaries 
purposefully. 
 
Good features 
 

189 KS1 pupils listen attentively and participate fully in oral activities.  Most name colours 
correctly, count in Welsh, describe what clothes they wear, know the names of foods 
and parts of the body, and discuss the weather knowledgeably.  They give good 
positive and negative answers to questions about ailments, and convey information 
well. Pupils use these patterns in a lively way in their role-play in the doctor‟s surgery.  
They also use language patterns effectively to describe their likes and dislikes in a 
café situation and in a car boot sale.  They sing Welsh songs with good understanding 
of the words. 
 

190 Reading skills progress well in KS1, with pupils showing a good understanding of 
labels and flash cards.  Many read their own work, work sheets and dialogues well 
with appropriate enunciation, and respond effectively to the content, showing good 
understanding.  In KS2 pupils read with a good measure of understanding, with the 
majority showing fluency and accuracy when reading aloud.   
 



Report by Peter Mathias 
Gwenfo C.I.W. Primary, 26/04/10 

28 

191 Standards of written work are good in both key stages.  All pupils in KS1 draw and 
label pictures effectively, and at the lower end of the key stage pupils use pictures 
effectively when building sentences.  Most KS1 pupils follow set patterns to write 
simple sentences about the weather, their clothes and their likes and dislikes, using a 
good range of vocabulary.  In KS2 pupils write for a wide range of purposes and 
different audiences. 
 
Shortcomings  
 

192 There are no important shortcomings. 
 
Mathematics 
 
Key stage 1:  Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key stage 2:  Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 

193 In KS1 nearly all pupils recognise small numbers within 10 in array and in figures.  
They count accurately and recognise when a number is out of sequence.  They know 
the names of coins and use them to carry out simple transactions.  They measure 
using non-standard units confidently and recognise and name a range of two 
dimensional shapes.  Nearly all know how to construct a tally chart, when conducting 
a traffic survey around their school and count correctly beyond 20.  They recognise 
what the chart tells them and draw sensible conclusions from it. 

 
194 By the end of KS1 nearly all pupils recognise numbers within 100.  They understand 

place value when carrying out simple addition and subtraction.  They know how to 
combine number to reach a total.  They use the language of position accurately and 
tell the time correctly to the half and quarter of an hour.  They correctly name and 
describe the properties of three-dimensional shapes.  Nearly all measure and weigh 
accurately when using standard units.  In KS2 nearly all younger pupils use effective 
strategies to make simple mental calculations and to identify sequences of number, for 
example in how to distinguish between odd and even numbers.  They recognise the 
properties of triangles and circles and know the names of a wide range of two and 
three-dimensional shapes. 

 
195 Nearly all pupils by the end of KS1 make sensible suggestions when considering how 

to measure the area of a rectangular shape.  They understand that when doing so 
they measure in square units.  They calculate accurately the perimeter of a shape and 
its area. 

 
196 By the end of KS2 nearly all pupils use a wide range of strategies to add three digit 

numbers together.  They explain their strategies logically.  They know that to find the 
difference indicates the process of subtraction.  Nearly all estimate accurately before 
they begin a computation and „round-up‟ sensibly to indicate in what area the answer 
should fall.  They investigate patterns in multiplication tables and draw a variety of 
graphs for different purposes, for example illustrating the heights of mountains. 
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197 Nearly all older pupils in KS2 know the properties of a triangle and use that knowledge 
well to calculate angles.  They think carefully before looking at a mathematical series 
and recognise how to solve theoretical problems, for example when looking at 
patterns created when „nodes‟ are formed from crossing lines.  They calculate 
accurately using improper fractions and percentages.  They express fractions as 
decimals and calculate using decimals quickly and accurately.  They understand how 
to square numbers and how to find square roots.  They are familiar with multiples and 
factors. 
 
Shortcomings 
 

198 There are no important shortcomings. 
 
Information communications technology 
 
Key stage 1: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key stage 2: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Good features 
 

199 Across KS1 all pupils know how to switch on their laptops and use the arrow keys 
accurately to enter and navigate their way through simple programs.  They confidently 
use an art package to draw and colour using the icons and toolkits appropriately to fill 
in and to erase.  They save and print their work correctly.   
 

200 Older pupils in KS1 have confidence when using a computer to find out information 
from the Internet, for example about how to build a Roman chariot.  They have good 
word processing skills for their ages.  They compose their own poems and decide the 
best layout for them.  They use a storyboard on screen to plan their writing and put 
together a series of logical instructions.  By the end of the key stage, nearly all use 
their knowledge well to program an electric toy to move in a series of pre-determined 
steps and to follow a route. 

 
201 Within KS2 all of the youngest pupils know how to produce a fact file about extinct and 

endangered animals as part of their research using the Internet.  They navigate 
through information using the scroll mechanism and cut and paste information for 
themselves.  They check the messages on the internet and add information to their 
web pages.  They use an electronic microscope to look closely at fossils.  They show 
confidence in using word processing skills and refine and improve their work 
appropriately. 

 
202 By the end of KS2 nearly all pupils understand how a control system works.  They 

know how, why and where control devices can be used in the world.  They use a 
search engine effectively to obtain information, for example in geography.  They make 
effective and colourful electronic presentations about a wide variety of subjects, for 
example when researching the islands of the Caribbean.  They have a good 
understanding of some of the specialist terms used in computing such as „firewall‟.  
They evaluate a range of websites to identify strengths and weaknesses fairly.  They 
use spreadsheets well to interpret data and to set up their own databases.  They 
calculate, for example when working out profit and loss.  All use internet safely and 
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are aware of the importance of security when online.  They readily use laptops as 
word processors as part of their ongoing work in a wide range of situations. 
 
Shortcomings 
 

203 There are no important shortcomings. 
 
History 
 
Key Stage 1: Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Key Stage 2: Grade 1: Good with outstanding features 
 
Outstanding features 
 

204 Nearly all pupils in KS1 and KS2 use enquiry skills very well to learn about the past.  
They successfully access and interpret evidence from a wide variety of primary and 
secondary sources, and most of them realise the significance of artefacts, by linking 
them to living conditions of people in particular periods.  In their roles as „history 
detectives‟ many Y6 pupils are outstanding in the way they judge how reliable is the 
evidence they find about the Romans.  Y5 pupils investigate ailments and treatments 
found in Tudor times thoroughly before designing and creating pomanders.  By 
studying 1851 census figures all Y4 pupils can knowledgeably discuss changes to the 
local community over the years. 
 

205 Many pupils in KS2 distinguish very effectively between fact and opinion, and 
recognise propaganda in documents.  Y6 pupils compare different accounts of the 
execution of Charles I, and know that there are different interpretations to events. 
 

206 An outstanding feature of the learning at the upper end of KS2 is the result of the 
exciting project linking mathematics and history, in which pupils produce excellent 
work, using their thinking skills particularly well, based on such areas as Roman 
numerals. 
 
Good features  
 

207 Pupils have a sound knowledge of the passage of time, and their sense of chronology 
is good.  Many place historical periods they have studied accurately on a time line.  
 

208 As a result of purposeful visits to places of historical interest and visits to school by 
people with particular knowledge, most pupils have a good understanding of aspects 
of history.  For example, pupils in Y4 visited a Victorian school in The Museum of 
Welsh Life and compared it with schools of today.  Parents and grandparents were 
interviewed to good effect by Y1 and Y2 pupils who were investigating the effects of 
the World War II on the area, and researching life in the 1950s and the 1970s.   
 

209 Many pupils in KS1 have a good knowledge of aspects of local history. They observe 
buildings in the village, such as a house built in the 1950s and the old school, and 
discuss effectively how life in the 1950s and the 1970s differed from life today.  Y3 
pupils have a good knowledge about leaders and causes of World War II, and study 
photographs to learn about local VE Day celebrations. 
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210 In both KS1 and KS2 all pupils empathise very well with people of the past.  For 
example, KS1 pupils made paste sandwiches and blancmange.  They dressed in 1953 
clothes in their Coronation Day street party.  Y3 pupils work well in groups to make 
models and compare different types of bomb shelters, and Y4 pupils effectively 
contrast the lives of Victorian mill and mine owners with the lives of the workers.  
 

211 Many pupils in both key stages use historical language effectively, with good 
understanding, when discussing their work.  For example, Y2 pupils have a good 
recall of the names of 1950s toys they have handled, such as construction kits, jacks 
and marbles. 
 
Shortcomings 
 

212 There are no important shortcomings.  
 
Physical education 
 
Key stage 1:  Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings 
 
Key stage 2:  Grade 2: Good features and no important shortcomings  
 
Good features 
 

213 In KS1 and KS2 all pupils know the importance of „warming up‟ and „cooling down‟ 
before and after exercise.  They know that regular physical exercise is an important 
constituent of a healthy lifestyle.  Within KS2 all keep a „learning log‟ of their physical 
activities and assess how their fitness and skills are progressing. 

 
214 Within KS1 all pupils interpret parts of a story expressively.  They move in a series of 

different ways, for example as an „angry cat‟ and they know how to change shape and 
speed as they build simple sequences of gymnastic movements.  They perform 
confidently at different levels, using the apparatus safely and thoughtfully.  They 
appreciate the importance of stillness as well as movement when performing.  By the 
end of KS1 all pupils form simple sequences well showing clear starting and finishing 
points.  They show high quality shapes and change speed and direction with good 
control. 

 
215 In Y2 all pupils perform simple dance movements well, for example when creating a 

series of actions to represent being „under the sea‟.  They know the importance of 
posture and of co-operating sensibly with others in a group.  They practise 
conscientiously and thoughtfully to improve.  From Y1 nearly all pupils develop good 
hand and eye co-ordination in order to pass and receive.  They know the importance 
of „keeping eyes on the ball‟.  They pass and control accurately using their feet and 
their hands.  They know that it is important to use an appropriate amount of force to 
complete the pass properly.  They have a good understanding of the basic concepts of 
target games.  They know how to aim accurately and do so successfully in a wide 
range of challenging practices.  They put out and put away their apparatus safely and 
systematically. 

 
216 Within KS2 all younger pupils build up extended sequences of gymnastic movements 

well.  They build in a range of balances, travels and jumps.  They recognise the 
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importance of high quality finishes and of the need to be in control at all times.  They 
utilise the floor and apparatus well to create complex performances of a good quality.   

 
217 Nearly all pupils recognise that to be a successful runner it is important to practise and 

perfect a good technique.  They experiment and adopt different styles to serve 
different purposes when taking part in athletic activities.  They perform tribal dances 
expressively using gesture and non-verbal signals well. 

 
218 By the end of KS2 nearly all pupils produce good quality gymnastic sequences 

showing a good control of speed and movement.  They interpret different types of 
music in their dance and perform very expressively a Haka.  They have a good 
understanding of tactics when taking part in team games.  Nearly all swim confidently 
and unaided.  They show responsibility and resourcefulness when taking part in 
adventurous activities.  They understand the concept of „risk‟.  They follow maps and 
use a compass accurately to find a way forward.  They build shelters from natural 
materials when on their adventures. 

 
219 Across the school all pupils know how to evaluate constructively their own work and 

that of others.  They do so readily using specialist vocabularies well.  They use 
electronic means to record performance and to discuss it critically in order to improve. 
 
Shortcomings 
 

220 There are no important shortcomings. 
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School's response to the inspection 
 

221 The staff and governing body of Gwenfo Church in Wales Primary School welcome 
the Estyn report following the inspection carried out in April 2010. 
 

222 The report acknowledges the many strengths and the outstanding features of our 
school. We are delighted that the report recognises that Gwenfo C/W Primary School 
is a good school with a positive and welcoming ethos where all staff work effectively 
together.  Furthermore, we are pleased to have made very good progress since the 
last inspection in 2004. 
 

223 We are proud of our children and pleased that the report highlights learners‟ behaviour 
and attitudes to learning as major strengths of the school.  
 

224 We are delighted that the dedication and professionalism of both teaching and support 
staff have been praised and the support of the governing body recognised. The report 
also highlights our exceptionally positive partnership with parents and the community. 
 

225 In order to build upon and develop the good practice that exists at Gwenfo the school 
will continue to work on the recommendations of the inspection as identified in the 
SIP. 
 

226 Finally we are keen to acknowledge the professional, courteous and thorough manner 
of the work undertaken by the inspection team throughout the inspection process. The 
inspection has given the school the confidence to ensure that we continue to grow and 
learn together within a distinctive Christian character. 
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 Appendix 1 
 
Basic information about the school 
 
Name of school  Gwenfo Church in Wales Primary 

 

School type  Primary inc Foundation Phase 

Age-range of learners  4-11 

Address of school 
  
 

Old Port Road 
Wenvoe 
Cardiff  

Postcode  CF5 6AN 

Telephone number  02920 593225 

Headteacher  Mrs Val Simpson 

Date of appointment  1st September 2005 

Chair of governors  Mr Nigel Craggs JP 

Registered inspector  Mr Peter Mathias 

Dates of inspection 26th-28th April 2010 

  
 

Appendix 2 
 
School data and indicators 
 
Number of learners in each year group 

Year group N 
(fte) 

R Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 

Number of 
learners 

n/a 21 23 21 23 23 25 24 160 

    
 

Total number of teachers 

 Full-time Part-time Full-time equivalent (fte) 

Number of teachers 8 1 8.8 

    

Staffing information   

Pupil: teacher (fte) ratio (excluding special classes)  18:1 

Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in nursery classes  n/a 

Pupil: adult (fte) ratio in special classes  n/a 

Average class size, excluding special classes  23 

Teacher (fte): class ratio 1:1 

  

Percentage attendance for three complete terms prior to inspection 

Term R Rest of school 

Summer term 2009 91.2% 92.7% 

Spring Term 2009 93% 92.3% 

Autumn 2009 93% 93.1% 

    

Percentage of learners entitled to free school meals  8% 

Number of learners excluded during 12 months prior to inspection 0 
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Appendix 3 
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Appendix 4 
 
Evidence base of the inspection 
 
Three inspectors spent the equivalent of seven inspector days in the school and met 
as a team before the inspection.  The team was supplemented by a nominee, who 
was the headteacher, and by a peer assessor who both attended all team meetings. 
 
These inspectors visited: 
 

 thirty-five lessons or part lessons of which thirty-four were in the subjects inspected 
and one in another subject; 

 registrations, assemblies and acts of collective worship; and 

 a range of extra-curricular activities. 
 

Members of the inspection team had meetings with: 
 

 staff, governors and parents before the inspection; 

 senior managers, teachers, support and administrative staff; 

 groups of learners representing each year group; 

 the school council; and 

 representatives of organisations associated with the school. 
 
The team also considered: 
 

 the school's self-evaluation report; 

 fifty-five responses to a parents' questionnaire nearly all of which were positive; 

 documentation provided by the school before and during the inspection; 

 a wide range of learners' past and current work; and 

 samples of learners' reports. 
 
After the inspection, the team held meetings with senior managers, staff and 
governors. 
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Appendix 5 
 
Composition and responsibilities of the inspection team 
 

Team member Responsibilities 

Mr Peter Mathias 
(Registered Inspector)  
 

Context 
Summary and Recommendations 
Contributions to Key Questions 1 & 2 
Key Question 5 
Key Question 6 
Appendices 
Mathematics 
Information communications technology 
Physical education 

Mrs Caterina Lewis 
(Lay Inspector) 

Contributions to Key Questions 1, 3 & 4 

Mrs Zohrah Evans 
(Team Inspector) 
 

Contributions to Key Question 2, 3 & 4 
Key Question 7 
Foundation Phase 
Welsh second language 
History 

Mrs Val Simpson Nominee 

Mrs Michelle Bellew 
(Peer Assessor) 

Contributions to all Key Questions 
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